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A Museum Salvages Artistic Visions in

The Art Preserve in Wiscongin
collecta environments, without

using curatorial guideposts,

iy MARY LOUISE SCHUMACHER
SHENOYGAN, Wik, - Chirlis Smith preaches
with sculptire, hundrads of Hphelght G-
iiren that he's Doon rewoiking, repabiting
id rearranging for decuded, Hest &L s sl
i tn Aurars; U1, and now al hig Rame-
gtased In Mammd, Lo, EVary tine thia self-
tutighn artist raposiiions his wark e lastifies
nnew 1ot anfalding hlkiory of racial vis
lepoe in ihe United Siated, connesting it to
persnnal tranmng, ncliding what b b
vt wais the raclally motivated minder of
Hin fthier whisn he was 14, and his awn come
Ll gxperiences in Vietnam.

flonig Bafor Blidk Lives Minés Di
Sl et wan eling what's (ho matter)
anldl Smith, whis raliers (o hlnself as e and
affictivaly  dellverh o five-forin  aeemon
whanavin harapeaks, i combuation of Buliaf
and (deny, "Withoil i fiuséuin, i cillivre
and & peaple, you're ke & plesy of papor
ralling down the strisl without any deating-
tlom A mmugeim teaches you who you am”

Ohiluno 26, the BOaur-old artist will star
I o e et exporimental sussn in She
hoygan called the Art Presoerve, awaiiing hia
Isteetion on how Bis conerete s will
i abown, The pressrve in the G museiim
Tty T countey o foend o artsts known as
fanvireament bullders” whose worllyviews
Likie tnmeialve and phyileal form, aid who
offin twirn thile antiye F;rmmn tritn works of
uri.

A renigh-tiwad bust of an ubknown slave
and # porirmt of Maledlm X thai seema o
flont on & plllow of white dreamong the 200
sinlptures that it on metal shelves in'tap-
floot ppince disvoted 1o Smith's self-ptvisd
"African-Almerican  Harltags  Museum  +
Biack Yetsrnng' Avchive Most were os
auad friom Bk Aurars site, whare tha Lt
hiouss ho once Hved in and vaouted (n 200]
winl reoently demnliihed

“That'l be there forever;” Smith suid of s
work al the Al Prossrve,

“Cod took whit wod lsft of yvou and
Brongght you 10 the Uight 6F the 8it world In
ruch o way that you are & Blogukng i your
prople,” he fald, spaiking of himszalf,

Thet seulptors dynamic way af working
srned the lonyg-termi proruge and stidy of frag-
Tle works sach ol Bk ars conteal to U dres
sibion of thiy Art Prégurvie,

If inm By bl s & museim apsen to the pablic
anid an unsonventional starsge fmelliey ford
colleation amissed avar noarly 40 yeary by
the Johin Michuel Kahlor Arts Center, aamall
i keyim named for the plurmblng-wivs mag
naie I his plcturesgque homa of the
brnbwurat, The preseryve, a second glle oper-
ired By the conter, 18 nlko sty centar for
iHis genre — artworks afton lumped intd &ng-
digorien it don't quite Tt or il the whisle
ptory, including "ouidldae® "relf-tnight" ar
"Tolk"

While othar Institutlong e ypleally i
tavisted b Individual ohjsci by thosd mik
it s, this Art Preserye (8 locused on entiie an
vitpiminia — which might Include thoii-
niidls ol olijects, splweral materiale and

architecture, sald Laira Wickiord, CUratar
fof the arts centér and (he preserve,

The aris conter, in cooperation with the
Rahlir Foundation, a nonproflt lknown for
rolcuing art sites, hoy aogquired and pre-
#orved mors Lhan 30 such anvivonmenis, L
b s well na rural; the discoveries panga
from (he reain lbeaiy that Stalla Wiitelds
(1030-2005) creatnd for her room al the
Chelses Hotel to the gliter-enorusted suis,
clemiuros and homae ol 1he Misgiasippl arias
Loy Bowlin (1800.05) wha, hmrm'm: by the
ElanCampball it callod himsall *The Grigl-
il Rhiliesione Cowlioy

I preamerye |8 i plac 10 “wWalk 1o $0ivie-
B0y vision sald Lealie Unibergar, curilo
af follk and solf-iainghi art ai the Smdihéonian

i —

Tap, thit Art Proserva in
Shoboygun, Wia,, o ninw
iila dedignad by tha flrm
Tros Hirdn, Above, nome
ol the more than 200
gaiigrets i by ihd
islf-tpught artiss Chinrlis
Sinlin: Above rlghi, n
fneade, pidntlngs and
soudland erdatliiron,
Fljghit, from Mary Mahl's
eoilajpe; along wiih
witlinslcil Seil pries by
e diliry i ar-artial
Priviihi Oihsiir.

Art

Ammerican Art Mugsum angd the Kohler Art
Conter's #enlor curmtar of exBiblions and
colloetions from 1988 1 2012 "The contexi
and the layers and the organio processes of
thidu type af art s soomething you can't really
underatand  when you comg 1o an prilet
thraugh ane o lwa ar even live of thelr
wnrke”

This snvironments, with dbaut 25,000 ob
jeoth, e on view i o threes-atory stric e
tht i nrahiteat, Michail Moore, of the Dan
var frm Trea Birds, describes as “hunkered
down ke s lox”™ on 38 acres of former B
lond g khort driva Dram the Kohler Art Centér
antd an hour northof MOwaukes, The projaet
vont S40hmillon, mcluding o $5 milion &n
dowment, paid Tor by 0 sollection of people,
corparntlons and foundations, more an o
le benring the Kohler nmma

liidleds, the Hght 18 10w, thars mie i e
st [nbels, and olijecs are sometimes set
right oiito the Nood, as they woild b i m s
g faeilivy, Some visitors who previewsd the
ir-progress inatallotons 0 fecent months
faind the Inclk of eurntorial guldeposts bewil
darlig, gald Amy Hiorst, ansocinte diredtar of
the preserve and nres denter “Orgidzations
ally, that l&d us 1o double down of Aol doing
phat,” ahe naddd, nddiing tha she hopss vigiior
will bt Inspired o st thetr own instincts
e,

Thie pietlsrre wiinits 1o "unds Hienesd” i
phé ldnd af cirmioriil Randholdlng thil's
typlonl of mubsuin experionces, ik Bicls
fard, the i

Labels like “outsidar art’
don't always fit or tell
the whale atory of worls.

ILTTEGLA R I1F WIS A1 VA AU PO TN PIEW TOIRE TIES

Artlet's Rosous Miasion

I firat oor of the presoeryve s pooted i tho
Ul story of the Avla conter and (b fescus
of artlgi-bulll snvirenmenis in the Upper
Midwit, i legnoy linked to Ruth DeYounj
Kililar 11, the longrime direior of thé ars
cefiter uriil 2018, Kobler envislonad fhe pre-
dorve ol least 15 Yenrs ago and died in No-
yembin i {1 Wi hﬂmH completsl,

FIET could dode geadn,” Kohler told ime (i ut
intarview lndl year, "1 wolild S0l progelytiss
o thig arganteatlon larevar, with my et
hrgnth,”

A functioning bur ai (he sitrance of the
preicrve lonois one of Kohlei's sailisar dis-
covories, 'red Smilthve tavern in IJI|I1|I;'IH..
Wik, the Wisconsin Conorete Park, which res
iniing & apectacts fram e road, surroindsd
Iy lmgerthan:ife conerete dculpiures of
Beriy Hue sind Paul Bunyan, glinting with (h-
Il liss fratn Bear Boitles,

It was Koliler's foriultous tip (o Eujene
voii Bruenchaiilieivs podkeltgize omme in
10A3, based] an'a tp fram a polled affiear thil
brosdenad the centors focus from contem-
porary art angd ol 10 e work of @nvi
roniment bullders. She and her ¢ollengucs
dificoverml a subioban Milwaukes home
avorrun  with :u'u',\rn'lyplu' jintings, clay
crowns, Apindly sealproras dellcatély oons
structed from dhicken bones and sweetly
Erarle photogiaphis of Uie Gty wile, Maile.

1 wid noarlginality that Thadi't seon b
fore," Kohlor suid of EVIL, an ho's now known

it the ar world — lairgely bechuse the ar
canior Alepped 1n 0 preservy hin work, as
well a3 hin notebooks, audiotaped and writ-
Ing, “Each one, for ma, had o volee that tells
iligghily different siory? Kohler aaid of thae Hi-
tles thirones irade of baries,

At the proserve, these things ard orgi-
|||W."i| In & tnblean that evakes the arosts
baseniant, witlec nod greenhoiuss spnces,
EVDEH Tt it of his W“t, i whilch she'n the
imiuse and radinnd quesn, often wenrlng o
CFOWH, [OF 8yes drl[llm}. up af il (G anather
Wi.!l"‘.‘, ira nrn]trt:md I1i D11 TOOT.

The hres center flso spent mors thun 30
yonrd iying o féstie the feputition and
cottage of Miury Mol uhlll-‘lﬂlll'}. whitiig
lhome beside Lake Michigan Is o lejendary
drivichy, ealled tho “witch's house® By local
falk, in tha Milwnukea suburb of Fox Point.
Halavisd ns an llﬂtm',‘i' it ulln‘tnutﬁ.&mﬂ nE
wark af nrt, Mohl's cotinge was badecked, in-
altle and Dl.“. with enrved wooden rl“:ﬂi uhi
turnisl tward one anothir, s 11 1 conversi-
”".lll, and cheerful woodland creaturess mingdes
of congrete, with stoned [or syas and smilles
g,

Part of the harmie's facide 18 now bl the Ar
Piosarve along with & wall of Nohl's tools,
rolling ping, visos and hammers worn from e
Hfetime of use, But fier gathering of comfy
ehaley flecknd with paint, bright paichos of
Hearing, ancd n irval RETPHITIE Zigzagping lin
Way horong her manial remain af this lnl'iuirml
Bt Whl"l'“ cansarvation gontinuog,

Ad one of the few Kiown Intect envls
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ronments created by & woman, Nobil's cot-
tage, owned by the arts center gince 2012, is
signiflcant, Bickford sail. [ndead, for some
yiirs, the Kohiler collection of anvironments
conzisted lurgely of work by white mon
There fre rensons far this inbalanee, Bick-
ford said, Including that women and actists
of color have been hisorically less likely to
own property that can be trangformed into
art, though an art-historical recansideration
1= called for, she added.

Franted by o sereed of tmbers, the. mu-
seunt s near the Shebovgan River and made
from the smme humble materials that in=
spired theartsts inside. Atowering concrete
sialrway orients visitors in spaces otherwise
meant for meandering and discovery, with
plimpses ol woods and in upper meadow,

If the firat Hoor of the Art Preserve layd a
[oundation for what environment bullders
tho, the second upends miscaonceptions that
ihege artists wend tobe untrained of from riis
ral places. Lenore Tawney (1807-2007) and
Ray Yoshida (1930-2000), for inglance, wers
urbanites ane part of the malnstream
world. though both collapsed the dismnce
Between their lvis and thelr art-infused sur
roundings n'g way that malees them it far
the préseive,

Tawney's New Yorl lofr sttidio (2 faithfully
rocreaied, including a floor painted white
and ifs smooth dtones, shells, portery and
wooden forma, Inspiration for he gauzy tex-
tile works, Hor rack of thread spools diis be-
side her furidtare and the cernmlo formg
madis by her elose friend Toshiko Taknesu.
Several of Tawney's dimensional textiles
wer'e belng prepared for hanging, some vig-
orously woven, others slack and expressive,
at times intimating the female form.

Yoshidu, the Chicago Imagist whose [nflu-
entinl tenching énreer at the School of the Art
Irgtitute spanned Wur docades, ereatid a
kaleldoscopic museum of sorts in his apare
ment — though it wad a strecch (o the arfe
contar m nequirg the majority of hig homa
collection In 2012 since most of it waa not
imide by him.

The nppeal, though, was in the apirit with
which he reshulfled his collection, ke o inas
terialiniis own right. Shelves and wall spice
wone Jammed with the work of artises like
Tim Mutt or Lee Godie alongside whirligigs
and pop-oulture paraphernalia

Bicklord hopes to keep Yoshuda's working
practice allve by nviling cottemnporary art-
tuts 10 renrrunge his things m the futuee; and
the preserve has invited others, Including
twa of Wikgongin's bottér-Known artists,
Beth Lipman and Michelle Grabner, (o re

gpond o the collections ko, They crented
cermnic-tile ingulintions in the washrooms
inspn'ed by florn and gmgham patterns,

Faeling the Spicit of Creators

infused with sunbight, the top fioar of the Art
Preserve |8 home to some of the more intact
environments, Including the |argest repos:
itory of concrete fgures by the self-taught
[nclian artist Nek Chiand (1924-2015) and the
Mebraska aridsy Emery Blijgdon's “Healing
Machine,” a ahed festooned with Intricute,
radisting constructiong mnde of baling wire,
copper, emal| paintings on wood, minerals,
Chrigtmag lghts and other pddmeants,

Relocating art enviranments, in whale ar
in part, can bee an “act of violence Bickdford
saiel; gince the original Bites are awash In
meaning. The curator noted that lsues of
Droperty thl‘.'.i and longAérn care can
miake saving them in sitn unworkable. The
abwence of these vislonary artiats, who so
deeply inhabited their l_:mﬂfbnmmu:. i%
polgnantly Telt; tao.

Fred Smith éan't pour a plist of lager or
play hig fiddie, The wooden monageriy of
realand mythic beasis by Levi Eishor Ames
(1840-1923) 3lts quiet, divoresd from the tent
shows, storyielling and banjo playing that
accompamiad them. Waltzkin's wordless -
brary will never agaln be anlmated by tho
writers ind puinters who kicked aroand her
Chelsen Hotel room, sampling her chicken
soup and wking in her numamlogy.

“PIL el you, though, vou get a concertis:
ton of work like that, and thaie splet s
there)” sald Gregory Van Maanen, 73, a New
Jarsey natlve and Vietnam veteran, whose
own raucous. paintings of skulls, glowing
orba and Moating eyebills are represented in
the collection by the thousands.

“1've acen the spirit go from the work Into
tie penple faid Vin Maanen, who makes

art seven duye a weok s 8 heallng delivor-

aunca to keep (he “spiris® and memories of
the Viemam War ab bay. “It's not art. Ir's
madicine*

The eonsat rémoking that's ivplenl of
anviromment builders & o potnt of inspira:
tlon authe preserve, which will be inn similar
state of intuitive; openaanded explorntion; o
place [or artists, conservators, scholurs and
its stalf of about 100 to upend the kind of for-
mal presontation of American ari found In
many mustums for something mors person-
al. It's mlso why vislis from Charles Smith
and Van Maanen are sigerly mitdeipared,

“What you're dolng is opeing up a botk
that's 80 years ald that can tall” Smith said.
“T nmm witneas,”

Abgvid, | re-graiilon of
Stolly Waltekin's Chelsan
Hatal dpartinent,
including the inntallation
“Detaila of 4 Lost
Library" wiih ald books
and ather objoects ¢€nat in
rodilin, Right, worka [vaim
e curpted collection of
the artis Ray Yoahidn
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